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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 4162 

E.O. 11652-GDS 
TAGS: OCON, PFOR, S 

SUBJECT: BOGOTA MEETING OF LATIN AMERICAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
REF: STATE 212801 

1. IN A CONVERSATION WITH ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER CASTANEDA ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 1 RAISED THE MATTER OF THE SUBJECT MEETING IN ORDER 
TO PRESENT OUR VIEWS AS CONTAINED IN REFTEL. CASTANEDA LISTENED 
CAREFULLY BUT OFFERED NO COMMENT. HOWEVER, HE NODDED ASSENTINGLY 
THROUGHOUT MY PRESENTATION, FROM WHICH I CONCLUDE THAT HE PERSON- 
ALLY SHARES OUR HOPE THAT THE MEETING WOULD ESTABLISH A BASIS FOR 
IMPROVED US-LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS THROUGH A SUBSEQUENT 
PRODUCTIVE DIALOGUE. 

2. CASTANEDA THEN VOLUNTEERED HIS JUDGEMENT THAT THE MEETIMG 
WAS UNTIMELY AND PREMATURE. HE SAID THAT TOO LITTLE TIME HAD 
BEEN ALLOTTED FOR THE LA GOVERNMENTS TO PREPARE FOR THE 
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CASTANEDA SAID THAT HE FEARED THAT ALL THAT WOULD RESULT FROM 
THE BOGOTA MEETING WAS ANOTHER "SHOPPING LIST" OF LATIN 
AMERICAN DEMANDS ON THE US). MOREOVER, HE FEARED THAT THE 
US, FACING SERIOUS INTERNATIONAL AND DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS SIMULTANEOUSLY, WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO ENGAGE 
IN MEANINGFUL DIALOGUE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. FINALLY, HE EXPRESSED 
HIS BELIEF THAT THE MEETING WAS BOUND TO BE INHIBITED BY THE 
APPARENT DECISION OF AT LEAST BRAZIL AND POSSIBLY ARGENTINA 
NOT TO BE REPRESENTED AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL. 

3. AS FOR THE GOES' OWN PLANS, CASTANEDA SAID THAT THAT FOREIGN 
MINISTER BORGONOVO POHL WOULD ATTEND THE BOGOTA MEETING. 
BORGONOVO IS WINDING UP A SIX- WEEK VISIT TO EUROPE AND JAPAN AND 
IS DUE TO RETURN TO EL SALVADOR ON NOVEMBER 9 OR 10, LEAVING HIM 
LITTLE TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE MEETING. CASTANEDA SAID, HOWEVER, 
THAT HE HAD CABLED SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO BORGONOVO IN 
TOKYO. 
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